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TPFAV II : Amazing Life Experiences
in Japanese Veterinary School
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Sirawit Pagdepanichkit
(Trainee of TPFAV II in Iwate University)
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Training Program for Asian Veterinarians II
(TPFAV 1I) is a training program for Asian veterinari-
ans from various veterinary sectors, including gov-
ernment, private, and university sector. The TPFAV
IT organized by Japan Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion (JVMA) in cooperation with Japan Racing Asso-
ciation and Livestock Promotion Foundation (JRL),
and veterinary schools in Japan. For the training, I
had the opportunity to train and do a research at
Iwate University, where is the National University
located in Morioka city that is one of the principle
cities on Tohoku region of Japan. I was assigned to
work at Laboratory of Veterinary Public Health,
Department of Veterinary Medicine, Faculty of Agri-
culture under supervision of Professor Jun Terajima
(Figure 1).
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The Laboratory of Veterinary Public Health, Iwate

Figure 1 : First meeting with all the trainees of
TPFAV II 2019
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University provide both graduate and undergraduate
veterinary student the lectures and the practices
related to veterinary public health subject. The
main research topics of the Laboratory are food safe-
ty and meat hygiene focus on foodborne pathogens
including bacteria and parasites in livestock (e.g.
beef) and game meat (e.g. venison). Thus, my
research project during training is “Detection and
characterization of Shiga toxin-producing Escherich-
ia coli (STEC) in cattle”. The main purpose of the
research project is to investigate an incident and
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Figure 2 : Sample collection at Iwate
Meat Inspection Center
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identify the stx subtypes in strains of STEC isolated
from cattle in Tohoku region. According to the
research project, screening methods for detection of
STEC from cattle fecal samples were performed
using cultured-based method and polymerase chain
reaction (PCR)-based method. Besides, molecular
biology method including pulse-field gel electropho-
resis (PFGE) technique was conducted for character-
ization and subtyping of STEC isolates. It was also
very good chance for me to get involved with Avian
pathogenic Escherichia coli (APEC) research project
collaboration between Miyazaki University and
Iwate University by participate in collection of sam-
ples from broiler in slaughterhouse in Morioka. In
addition, I am very pleased to be invited as a repre-
sentative of TPFAV II 2019 trainees to make an oral
presentation in the topic of “Training Program for
Asian Veterinarians II: Trainee side” in Veterinary
Capacity Building in Asia session at 31st Conference
of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far

Figure 3 : Oral presentation at 31st Conference

of the OIE Regional Commission for
Asia, the Far East and Oceania
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Besides laboratory work, I participated in the vet-

erinary public health laboratory practice classes
concentrate on method for detection of important
foodborne pathogens from meat, seafood, and fresh
produce. I also joined in the journal club and labora-
tory progress meetings, which is routinely arranged
every month. Moreover, there are many very infor-
mative and touching academic activities that I attend-

East and Oceania, Sendai, Japan (Figure 2, 3).
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ed such as graduate student dissertation defense
presentation, undergraduate veterinary student
research presentation, and memorial services for
the laboratory animals (Figure 4).
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Figure 4 : Veterinary public health laboratory
practice class
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Furthermore, during the training we were given a
great opportunity to visit many important veterinary
organizations and institutes in Japan including
JVMA office, Japan Racing Association (JRA) office
and Training Center, Ministry of Agriculture, Forest-
ry and Fisheries (MAFF) and local agencies operate
under supervision of MAFF (e.g. National Veteri-
nary Assay Laboratory (NVAL), Animal Quarantine
Service), National Institute of Animal Health under
National Agriculture and Food Research Organiza-
tion, Large Animal Clinic and Research Center of
the Hokkaido NOSAI, Shibaura Meat Sanitary
Inspection Station, Yokohama Preservation Center,
Rakuno Gakuen University, Mizuho Farm and Fujita
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.. Without suspecting it, we
have gained a lot of useful information and broader
perspectives related to veterinary medicine exper-
tise from this trip, not only by the government/pub-
lic organizations aspects but also the private compa-
nies.
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Other than high quality of Japanese educational
system, including veterinary school system, and
well-known work ethic of Japanese people, the cul-
ture of Japan also stands as one of the most unique
and prominent cultures around the world. During
staying in Japan, it was a great pleasure for me to
learning and absorbing the Japanese culture. I had

Figure 5 : Mount Iwate hiking trip with Iwate

veterinary professors and students
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visited many truly astounding places around Japan,
for example, Imperial Palace, Nijo Castle, Kinkaku-ji
Temple, Sanjusangendo Temple, Sendai Castle, Zui-
hoden Mausoleum. I was also attended many
unique and amazing Japanese festivals, including
Omagari Fireworks Festival, Aomori Nebuta Festi-
val, Morioka Sansa Odori Festival, Chagu Chagu
Umakko Festival, Nishiwaga Snow Light Festival.
Additionally, I was enjoyed very exciting and inter-
esting Japanese activities such as hiking Mount
Iwate trip, snowboarding at Hachimantai ski resort,
and the first shrine visit of the new year (Figure 5).
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The one-year training of TPFAV II has been a valu-
able opportunity for all the trainees to gaining and
developing of academic expertise and experience
including research knowledge and skill. The most
important role of the training program is to link and
bind us together to establish professional collabora-
tion that are not only between Japanese veterinary
schools with trainees’ institutes, but also among
trainees’ countries in the future to strengthening
veterinary capacity building in Asia. Finally, I truly
grateful to JVMA and all of the JVMA'’s staff mem-
ber, and all the staff member of Department of Veter-
inary Medicine, Iwate University, especially the pro-
fessors, staffs and veterinary students of Laboratory
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Figure 6 : Lab party with professors, staffs, and
students of Laboratory of Veterinary
Public Health
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of Veterinary Public Health (Figure 6, 7).
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Figure 7 : Closing ceremony of TPFAV II 2019
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