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FHEE VRIS 7O OET 7572 (T )V —
W AIVTAT AR, XR=Y V=47 LX}
ATFA ATV, W) OBEANORBELGEGOHR)
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Lawsonia intracellularis Infection in Thoroughbred Foals on a Breeding Farm in Japan
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SUMMARY

Lawsonia intracellularis infections primarily occur in foals after weaning. The infection has recently been
identified in Japan, but many clinical and etiological questions remain regarding the disease. In December
2012, symptoms such as fever, decreased appetite, edema, leukocytosis, and diarrhea were observed in four of
eight foals on a thoroughbred breeding farm in Hidaka, Hokkaido. Tetracyclines were administered and all
foals recovered. L. intracellularis genes were detected with polymerase chain reactions in feces from one of
four asymptomatic foals, as well as from two of the four symptomatic foals. Asymptomatic foals were thus
suspected to have subclinical infections. Because antibodies against L. intracellularis were detected in all foals
using indirect immunofluorescence assay, all foals were considered to have been infected with L. intracellularis.
Although the total serum protein (TP) levels were lower in symptomatic foals than in asymptomatic foals, TP
levels in asymptomatic foals were still significantly lower than those of foals from the same farm measured in
the preceding two years. —— Key words : foal, Lawsonia intracellularis, Thoroughbred.
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