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Observation of Canine Meibomian Gland with Noncontact-Type Meibography
Yasunari KITAMURA"? ", Akihiko SAITO? and Seiya MAEHARA?

1) Yakumo Animal Hospital, 91-1 Shinonome-cho, Yakumo-cho, Hutami-gun, 049-3105, Japan
2) School of Veterinary Medicine, Rakuno Gakuen University, 582 Bunkyodai-midorimachi,
Ebetsu, 069-8501, Japan

SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate age-related changes in the morphology finding obtained in non-
contact type meibography, and to compare the histopathological findings of the meibomian gland with the mei-
bography findings in dogs using noncontact-type meibography. We examined 88 eyes in 46 Shih Tzu dogs with
no ocular symptoms, and sorted them into three groups according to age. The rate of appearance of atrophy
findings and loss of meibomian gland findings were higher in the middle-aged group and the old-aged group
than in the juvenile group. Further, we examined the histopathological findings of areas where changes in the
meibomian findings were evident in four dogs. The results suggested the canine meibomian gland form was
closely related to aging, and the meibography findings were correlated with meibomian histopathological find-
ings. — Key words : dogs, meibomian gland, noncontact-type meibography.
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